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EDUCATION
2019	        	Ph.D. Sociology, Cornell University 
2017        	M.A. Sociology, Cornell University
2008        	B.A. Economics and French, Bryn Mawr College 

POSITIONS HELD
2025 - 	Associate Professor and Lorna Jorgenson Wendt Professor in Money, Relationships, and Equality (MORE), Department of Consumer Science, UW-Madison.
2019- 2025 	Assistant Professor of Consumer Science, UW-Madison
2019-	UW Faculty Affiliate: Department of Sociology, Department of Human Development and Family Studies, Institute for Research on Poverty, Center for Demography and Ecology.

SPECIAL HONORS AND AWARDS
2025 	Lorna Jorgenson Wendt Professorship in Money, Relationships, and Equality 
2025	School of Human Ecology Excellence in Graduate Student Mentorship Award, UW-Madison.
2024	National Endowment for Financial Education Best Paper Award, American Council on Consumer Interests. For: Manuscript of Does Increasing the Minimum Wage Reduce Racial Disparities in Access to Local Financial Services?
2021 	Nominee, 2021 Rosabeth Moss Kanter International Award for Research Excellence in Work and Family. For: His and Her Work and Earnings Following Parenthood in the United States, Germany, and the United Kingdom.
2019		Spatial Research Award, Best Student Paper, IPUMS. For: Manuscript of 
(Un)Conditional Consumer Protections in High-Cost Lending Regulation:  Impacts on Local Lending Geographies.

RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS
* = equal authorship publication; + = graduate student
Peer Reviewed Publications
1. Amorim, Mariana, Megan Doherty Bea, and +Asude Aydagul. 2026. “It’s a Last Resort but a First Resort’: A Relational Perspective of Payday Loan Use by American Families.” Sociological Quarterly. doi: 1080/00380253.2026.2622465
2. Alyssa Goldman, Jessica Finlay, and Megan Doherty Bea. 2025. “Cognitively-protective Civic Sites and Recreational Amenities? Associations between U.S. County-Level Social Infrastructure and Dementia among Medicare Beneficiaries, 2020.” Alzheimer's & Dementia: Behavior & Socioeconomics of Aging. doi: 10.1002%2Fbsa3.70029
3. Bea, Megan Doherty, +K. Bley, Jacob Faber, and +Sewheat Haile. 2025. “Who Pays for Flooding? Local Flood Disasters and Racial Inequality in the Mortgage Market.” Human Ecology 1 – 20. doi: 1007/s10745-025-00566-0.
4. Taylor Poppe, Emily and Megan Doherty Bea. 2024. Legal Actuation: How Ex Ante Legal Behavior Drives Inequality. Law and Society Review 58(3): 353 – 382. doi: 10.1017/lsr.2024.27. 
5. Goldman, Alyssa and Megan Doherty Bea. 2024. Banking on the Neighborhood? Inequalities in Older Adults’ Access to Local Banking and Neighborhood Perceptions. Journal of Gerontology Series B: Social Sciences 79(4): 1 – 11.  doi: 10.1093/geronb/gbad194. 
6. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2024. A Life Course Perspective of Community (Non)Investment: Historical Financial Service Trajectories and Community Outcomes. Journal of Family and Economic Issues 45: 288 – 307. doi: 10.1007/s10834-023-09924-w.
7. Bea, Megan Doherty, Mariana Amorim, and Terri Friedline. 2023. Public Cash Assistance and Spatial Predation: How State Cash-Transfer Environments Shape High-Interest Lender Geography. Social Service Review 97(3): 498 – 539. doi: 10.1086/725245. 
8. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2023. Relational Foundations of an Unequal Consumer Credit Market: Symbiotic Ties between Banks and Payday Lenders. Journal of Consumer Affairs 57(1): 320 – 345. doi: 10.1111/joca.12501. 
9. *+Agnew, Megan, Megan Doherty Bea, and Terri Friedline. 2022. “Payday Lenders and Premature Mortality.” Frontiers in Public Health 10: 1 – 15. doi: 10.3389/fpubh.2022.993585.
10. Bea, Megan Doherty and +K. Bley. 2022. (Un)Conditional Consumer Protections in High-Cost Lending Regulation: Impacts on Local Lending Geographies. Journal of Consumer Affairs 56(4): 1561 – 1596. doi: 10.1111/joca.12481.
11. *Bea, Megan Doherty and Emily Taylor-Poppe. 2021. Marginalized Legal Categories: Social Inequality, Family Structure, and Laws of Intestacy. Law and Society Review 55(2): 252 – 272. doi: 10.1111/lasr.12553.
12. Musick, Kelly, Megan Doherty Bea, and Pilar Gonalons-Pons. 2020. His and Her Work and Earnings Following Parenthood in the United States, Germany, and the United Kingdom. American Sociological Review 85(4): 537 – 738. doi: 10.1177/0003122420934430. 
13. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2019. Racial and Ethnic Differences in Consumers’ Economic Expectations. Socius 5: 1 – 17.  doi: 10.1177/2378023118815270.
14. *Bea, Megan Doherty and Youngmin Yi. 2019. Leaving the Financial Nest: Connecting Young Adults’ Financial Independence to Financial Security. Journal of Marriage and Family. 81(2): 397 – 414. doi: 10.1111/jomf.12553.
15. York Cornwell, Erin, Emily Taylor Poppe, and Megan Doherty Bea. 2017. Networking in the Shadow of the Law: Informal Access to Legal Expertise through Personal Network Ties. Law and Society Review. 51(3): 635 – 668. doi: 10.1111/lasr.12278.

Research in Progress
16. Bublitz, Melissa, Megan Doherty Bea, and +Sangyu Qian. “Food Stocking Ordinances: The Unintended Consequences of Policy Efforts to Increase Food Access.” Revise and Resubmit.
17. Bea, Megan Doherty, Max Besbris, Michal Engelman, Jenna Nobles and Emma Zhang. “Understanding Climate Impacts on Health: A Life Course Approach.” Under Review.
18. Alec Rhodes, Megan Doherty Bea, +Victoria Coan, and Rachel Dwyer. “Payday Lending Supply, Demand, and Regulation: Insights from a New Dataset.” Under Review.
19. Bea, Megan Doherty and +Lauri Luosta. “Does Increasing the Minimum Wage Reduce Racial Disparities in Access to Local Financial Services?” Under Review.
20. Faber, Jacob, Megan Doherty Bea, and Terri Friedline. “The Effects of Adverse Health Incidents on High Interest Loan Use and Delinquency.” Under Review.
21. Harvey, Melody, and Megan Doherty Bea. “Eliciting Consumer Preferences for Payday Lending Regulation.” Under Review.
22. Bea, Megan Doherty, +Clayton Adamson, Max Besbris, and Youngmin Yi. “Life Course Exposures to Natural Disasters.” In Preparation. 
23. +Clayton Adamson and Megan Doherty Bea. “Indebted from the Start: Childcare Costs and Family Financial Trajectories.” In Preparation. 

Other Publications
Working Papers and Reports
24. Bartfeld, Judith, Megan Doherty Bea, and Jungjin Koo. 2025. “The Use of Child Support Guidelines in Wisconsin, 2017-2020.” Institute for Research on Poverty No. CSRA-2024-2026-T2-Del2.
25. Bea, Megan Doherty, Judith Bartfeld, and +Alison Berube. 2024. “Understanding the Neighborhood Contexts of Custodial and Noncustodial Parents in the Child Support System.” Institute for Research on Poverty No. CSRA-22-24-T8. 
26. Bea, Megan Doherty and +Somalis Chy. 2022. Family Proximity in Retirement: Heterogeneity in Residential Changes Across Older Adults’ Care Contexts. Center for Financial Security Working Paper No. WI22-03. (https://cfsrdrc.wisc.edu/files/working-papers/WI22-03_Bea_Chy_Paper_09.22.2022.pdf.) 
27. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2016. “Constructing Legitimacy: Sociological Perspectives of the Politics of Central Banking.” Mario Einaudi Center for International Studies Working Paper Series No. 3-16. (http://hdl.handle.net/1813/55057.) 

Replication Materials
28. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2022.  "Data for: Relational Foundations of an Unequal Consumer Credit Market: Symbiotic Ties between Banks and Payday Lenders." Qualitative Data Repository [distributor]. QDR Main Collection. https://doi.org/10.5064/F6OTUZMQ. 
29. Bea, Megan Doherty, Gonalons-Pons, Pilar, and Kelly Musick. 2020.  Data for: His and Her Earnings Following Parenthood in the United States, Germany, and the United Kingdom. Catalog no. 2839. Ithaca, NY: Cornell Center for Social Sciences | Research Support [distributor]. Version 1. https://doi.org/10.6077/k3ck-yp20.

RESEARCH SUPPORT 
1. Igniting Interdisciplinary Innovation (i3), Mark (PI), 07/26-06/27
UW-Madison. $250,000.
Insuring Disaster: Developing High-Resolution Models of the Economic Consequences of Disasters to Improve Insurance Pricing.
Role: Co-I
2. Center for Demography and Ecology Seed Grant, Bea (PI) and Besbris (Co-PI) 12/25 – 6/26
Center for Demography and Ecology, UW-Madison. $5,000. 
Exposure to Natural Disasters over the Life Course.
Outcome to date: CV Papers #17 and #22.
3. DCF Award, Bartfeld (PI) and Bea (Co-PI) 12/24– 12/26
Wisconsin Department of Children and Families. $201,228. 
The Geography of Driver’s License Suspension: Prevalence, Patterns, and Implications for Employment and Earnings.
4. DCF Award, Bartfeld (PI) and Bea (Co-PI) 12/24– 12/26
Wisconsin Department of Children and Families. $280,916. 
Child Support Guidelines and Tasks to Support the Upcoming Quadrennial Review. 
Outcome to date: CV Paper #24
5. NIH R21 Award, Bea (PI) and Amorim (MPI) 08/24 – 07/27
Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, 
National Institutes of Health. $439,549. 
Within Year Debt Fluctuations, Stress, and Health.  
6. Fall Research Competition Award, Bea (PI) 07/24 – 06/25
UW-Madison. $47,116. 
The Role of Short-term Debt Fluctuations in the Financial Lives of Lower-Income Americans. 
7. DCF Award, Bartfeld (PI) and Bea (Co-PI) 12/22 – 12/24
Wisconsin Department of Children and Families. $233,631. 
Understanding the Neighborhood Contexts of Custodial and Noncustodial Parents in the Child Support System. 
Outcome to date: CV Paper #26; Research Support #3.
8. Understanding and Reducing Inequalities Award, Bea (PI) 7/1/21 – 6/30/23
UW-Madison. $96,096. 
Using Social Policy to Enhance Financial Inclusion. 
Outcome to date: CV Paper #19
9. RDRC Award, Bea (PI) 10/1/21 – 10/22-9/23
Social Security Administration, UW Retirement and Disability Research Consortium. $89,310. Family Proximity and Co-Residence in Retirement: Heterogeneity in Residential Changes Across Older Adults’ Care Contexts. 
Outcome to date: CV Paper #22
10. Center for Demography and Ecology Seed Grant, Bea (PI) 
Center for Demography and Ecology, UW-Madison, Seed Grant. $6,000. 
Family Well-Being, Predatory Lending, and the American Social Safety Net. 
Outcome to date: CV Paper #1; CV Research Support #5, 6.
11. Center for Financial Security Research Incentive Funds, Bea (PI) 3/20 – 3/21
UW-Madison. $14,535. 
Intergenerational Financial Support and Implications for Retirement. 
Outcome to date: CV Paper #26
12. Fall Research Competition Award, Bea (PI) 7/20 – 6/21
UW-Madison. $24,234. 
Family Well-Being, Predatory Lending, and the American Social Safety Net. 
Outcome to date: CV Paper #1; CV Research Support #5, 6.

PRESENTATIONS
Invited
1. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2026 (accepted). The Path to Member Well-Being: Insights for Today’s Credit Unions. Invited speaker, American Institute of CPAs Annual Conference on Credit Unions. 
2. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2026 (accepted). Reimaging the Future of Debt Relief. Invited panelist, 2026 American Sociological Association Annual Meeting. 
3. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2026. Navigating Debts: New Data to Understand Household Debt Management. Sociology Colloquium, Northwestern University.
4. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2025. Neighborhood Contexts of Non-Custodial and Custodial Parents. Invited virtual talk; Wisconsin Department of Children and Families. 
5. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2024. Community Financial Services and Consumer Wellbeing. Invited Webinar: Access to Financial Systems and Advancing Well-Being for Vulnerable Communities and Individuals, Institute for Research on Poverty, W117-2024. 
6. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2024. Legal Boundaries of Family Definitions & Implications for Financial Inequality.  Invited Panel: Critical Approaches to the Family, American Sociological Association Annual Meeting.
7. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2023. Following the Money: What Data Tell Us about the Big Business of Predatory Lending and How to Protect Consumers. Bard College, New York.
8. Bea, Megan Doherty and Somalis Chy†. 2023. Grandparents on the Move?  The Timing of Residential Changes and Connections to Family Caregiving. Invited Webinar: Center for Financial Security, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
9. Bea, Megan Doherty and Youngmin Yi. 2022. From ‘Wanna Split an AirBnB?’ to Bea and Yi 2019. PSID User Training Workshop, University of Michigan (virtual).
10. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2021. UW-Madison’s Building Financial Assets and Capability Course: Teaching the Next Generation of Practitioners. Wisconsin Governor’s Council on Financial Literacy and Capability (virtual). 
11. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2021. Personal Finance for Young Adults: Why It’s Hard and What to Do. DreamBank Community Events, American Family Insurance, Madison WI. 
12. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2018. Financial Symbiosis and the Credit Ecosystem: Spatial Consequences of Bank-Payday Lender Network Ties. Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, Consumer and Community Affairs Division.

Select Peer-Reviewed Conference Presentations
*=presenting author
13. Bea, Megan Doherty* and Mariana Amorim. 2026. Society for the Advancement of Socioeconomics. Changing Debt, Changing Health? Short-term Debt Fluctuations and Health Outcomes in Low-Income Households.
14. Alec Rhodes, Megan Doherty Bea, Victoria Coan*, and Rachel Dwyer. 2024. Association for Public Policy and Management Annual Meeting. Payday Lending Supply, Demand, and Regulation: Insights from a New Dataset.
15. Bea, Megan Doherty* and Lauri Luosta. 2024. American Council on Consumer Interests Annual Meeting. Does Increasing the Minimum Reduce Racial Disparities in Geographic Access to Financial Services? 
16. Bea, Megan Doherty, K. Bley, Jacob Faber, Sewheat Haile*. 2023. American Sociological Association Annual Meeting. Local Flood Risks and Racial Inequality in the Mortgage Market. 
17. Bea, Megan Doherty* and Lauri Luosta. 2023. RC28 Annual Meeting. Does Increasing the Minimum Reduce Racial Disparities in Geographic Access to Financial Services? 
18. Bea, Megan Doherty* and Somalis Chy. 2022. Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management. Grandparents on the Move?  The Timing of Residential Changes and Connections to Family Caregiving.
19. Mariana Amorim and Megan Doherty Bea*. 2022. Association for Public Policy and Management Annual Meeting. Family Well-Being, Predatory Lending and the American Social Safety Net.
20. Megan Doherty Bea. 2021. Society for the Advancement of Socioeconomics Annual Meeting (virtual). Do Alternative Financial Services Worsen Communities’ Economic Trajectories?
21. Bea, Megan Doherty*, Mariana Amorim and Terri Friedline. 2021. Population Association of America Annual Meeting (virtual). Social Safety Nets and Spatial Predation: How State and Local Welfare Environments Shape High-Interest Lender Geography.
22. Bea, Megan Doherty* and K. Bley. 2020. Association for Financial Counseling & Planning Education Annual Meeting (virtual). Policy to Protect Financially Vulnerable Populations: A Look at the Military Lending Act.
23. Bea, Megan Doherty* and K. Bley. 2020. Society for the Advancement of Socio-Economics Annual Meeting (virtual). Policy to Protect Financially Vulnerable Populations: A Look at the Military Lending Act.
24. Bea, Megan Doherty* and Emily Taylor Poppe. 2019. Law and Society Association Annual Meeting. Marginalized Legal Categories: Social Inequality, Family Structure and the Laws of Intestacy. 
25. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2018. Salzburg Conference in Interdisciplinary Poverty Research. Financial Symbiosis and the Credit Ecosystem: Spatial Consequences of Bank-Payday Lender Network Ties. 
26. Bea, Megan Doherty. 2016. Society for the Advancement of Socio-Economics Annual Meeting. Mind the Gaps: Racial and Ethnic Differences in Consumers’ Economic Expectations. 

TEACHING 
CS273: Finances and Families. Fall 2019 – 2023 (Fall 2020 synchronous virtual).
CS301: Consumer Analytics. Spring 2022 – 2024 (Spring 2020 synchronous virtual)
CS340: Building Financial Assets and Capability for Vulnerable Families. Spring 2021
InterHE 793: Research Methods, graduate level. Fall 2023, 2024
CS830: Families in Communities, graduate level. Spring 2025 
On sabbatical AY25-26.

SERVICE
University
2026 – present. Graduate Program Committee Member, Consumer Science Department
2026 – present. Training Committee, Center for Demography and Ecology. 
2023 – 2025. Household Finance Seminar Co-Organizer, Consumer Science Department
2023 (Spring). Interim Graduate Program Committee Chair, Consumer Science Department
2022 – 2025. Research Area Co-Director, Spatial and Environmental Demography, Center for  
Demography and Ecology, UW-Madison
2019 – 2025. Graduate Program Committee Member, Consumer Science Department
2019 – present. Faculty Senate Representative, UW-Madison

Professional	
2026. 	Spatial Demography Training Workshop Instructor, Population Association of America.
2022 – present. Finance and Society Network Co-Organizer, Society for the Advancement of  
Socio-Economics
2024-2025. Co-Organizer, Mini Conference on Credit, Debt, and Inequality, Midwestern Political Science Association.
2022- 2024. Panel Discussant, Population Association of America Annual Meeting 
2024. Panel Discussant, American Sociological Association Annual Meeting
2023. Review Committee Member for Inequality Section Best Graduate Student Paper Award, American Sociological Association 
2022. Panel Organizer, Panel Chair, Association for Public Policy and Management Annual Meeting; 
2021. Panel Organizer, Panel Chair, Poster Judge, Population Association of America Annual Meeting
2021. Small Grants Reviewer, American Council on Consumer Interests
2021. NIFA Hatch Proposal Reviewer, College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, UW-Madison
2019 –  present. Conference Proposal Reviewer, American Council on Consumer Interests

Ad-Hoc Reviewer
American Sociological Review, American Journal of Sociology, Financial Planning Review, Journal of Consumer Affairs, Journal of Consumer Policy, Journal of Family and Economic Issues, Journal of Family Studies, Journal of Health and Social Behavior, Journal of Marriage and Family, Journal of Nature Human Behavior, Journal of Urban Affairs, Housing Policy Debate, Law and Social Inquiry, Law and Society Review, Population Research and Policy Review, Race and Social Problems, Social Currents, Social Forces, Socio-Economic Review, Sociological Inquiry, Social Problems, and Socius.

PhD Advising
*= committee chair or co-chair
Current – Asude Aydagul* (Consumer Science), Saksham Singh (Consumer Science), Alison Berube (Consumer Science)
Former – Adam Hayes (Sociology), Trisha Chanda (Consumer Science), Megan Agnew (Population and Public Health), Somalis Chy* (Consumer Science), Xiangchen Liu* (Consumer Science), Lauri Luosta (Consumer Science); Lauren Giurini (Population and Public Health), Quinn Kinzer* (Consumer Science).

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
American Council on Consumer Interests, American Sociological Association, Association for Public Policy and Management, Population Association of America, Society for the Advancement of Socio-Economics 
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