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ABSTRACT

This study examines the demographic consequences of the high rate
of black suburbanization during the 1970s. Population data were
obtained fram the 1970 and 1980 Censuses on 1,358 suburbs in 30 U.S.
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. Percent black increased in
the majority of suburbs over the decade, although most increases were
mpdest. A substantial number of suburbs remained stably integrated
(between % and 7% black). The applicability of the racial
succession model developed for central city neighborhoods to suburban
racial change is evaluated through a categorization of suburbs by the
relationship of black and white population change. Almost half of the
suburbs which were predominantly white in 1970 gained an appreciable
number of blacks ~by 1980. Cases in which the black population grew
and the white population declined were relatively more prevalent in
the 1970-80 decade than 1imn previous decades. The proportion of
suburban whites living in suburbs with a measurable number of blacks
increased significantly between 1970 and 1980. Over one third of the
suburban blacks in these SMSAs were concentrated 1in majority-black
suburbs, and this concentration increased during the seventies.
Although the predaminant pattern was the dispersal of blacks into
all-white suburbs, most suburban blacks lived in suburbs which
underwent racial succession over the decade.

v




INTROCUCTION

The primary aspect of black population redistribution between
World War II and 1970 was movement into the central cities of large
metropolitan areas, mostly from rural areas in the South. During the
same period, many whites were leaving those cities for the suburbs
surrounaing them. For many city neighborhoods, this process resulted
in rapid increases in racial composition. By 1970, metropolitan areas
were highly polarized by race, with most blacks living in heavily
black central city neighborhoods and the majority of whites living in
predominantly white suburbs. In 1968, the Kerner Commission concluded
that racial conflicts 1in urban areas were exacerbated by this
residential separation of blacks and whites (U.S. National Advisory

Commission on Civil Disorders).

Since 1970, the pattern of black population redistribution has
changed, and black growth is greaéest in suburban areas. Between 1970
and 1980, the black population in central cities grew by 1.6 million
while the suburban black population grew by 1.8 million (Long and
DeAre, 1981, Table 1). As a result, there was a net redistribution of
blacks out of cities and into suburbs. The proportion of all blacks
living in central cities dropped from 58% in 1970 to 56% in 1980 while

the proportion in suburban rings rose from 16% to 21%. The growth
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rate of the suburban black populatisn (49%) was more than three times
that of the white population  (16%) during the seventies.
Consequently, the percent black in suburban areas, which had been
stable between 1950 and 1970 (Comnolly, 1973), increased from 4.8% in
1970 to 6.1% in 1980 (Long and DeAre). This surge in black
suburbanization has been related to the more general population and
employment redistribution patterns which characterized the 1970s
(Frey, 1985; Pettigrew, 1980). Other features of these patterns
include slower overall metropolitan growth, the renewal of
nonmetropolitan growth, and the relocation of employment opportunities

froam cities to suburbs and from the North to the South and West.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Researchers first noted a trend toward increased black
suburbanization during the 1960s, when same suburbs had rapid black
growth (Connolly, 1973). Recent black movement to suburban areas was
encouraged by rising incomes (Hermalin and Farley, 1973; Frey 1984,
1985; Lake, 1981), civil rights gains of the sixties such as the 1968
Fair Housing Act (Clark, 1979; Pettigrew, 1980) and changing attitudes
among whites (Farley, et al., 1978). Farley (1970) hypothesized that
blacks would decentralize out of central cities as their econamic
status improved just as FEuropean ethnic groups had before them.
Research on the socio-economic characteristics of people moving to

suburbs confirms this hypothesis by showing that the most recent black
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in-migrants (in the 1970s) are similar in status to previous white
in-migrants (Frey, 1985; Goodman and Streitwieser, 1983; Spain and

Long, 1981).

Frey (1978, 1984) evaluated the potential of black
suburbanization for achieving racial residential integration.
Although the propensity of blacks who moved to choose a suburban
residence was mmch higher during the 1970s than in previous decades,
it was still lower than the propensity of whites to choose a suburban
destination. Therefore, he estimated that if the trends of the
seventies continued, it still would be many decades before the racial
polarization of metropolitan areas was significantly reduced. Other
authors have noted that even within the suburban landscape, blacks are
segregated from whites. High levels of between-suburb segregation
indicate that suburban blacks tend to be <concentrated in a small
number of cities and towns (Hermalin and Farley, 1973; Logan and
Schneider, 1984). Within individual suburbs, there is also an uneven
distribution of blacks relative to whites (Farley, J., 1983; Farley,

R., 1977; Guest, 1978).

The great increase in the black suburban population in the last
two decades led many researchers to examine the nature of demographic
changes occurring in individual suburbs. Authors concerned with
understanding changes in racial composition and patterns of black
growth have used the ecological succession model as a framework for

their analyses. This model was developed in the Chicago school of
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urban research to describe the process by “hi;h ﬁne racial or ethnic
group replaces another within a particular geographic area. In
general, ecological theory employs a community life-cycle approach to
predict which areas are likely to gain blacks initially (invasion) and
then undergo “succession” towards a majority black camposition. This
process is expected to occur as an area ages, its housing
deteriorates, population density increases, and average socio-econamic

status drops (Logan and Stearns, 1981).

The specific reference in this context is to the work done by
Taeuber and Taeuber (1965, Chapter 5) on processes of racial change in
central city neighborhoods between 1940 and 1960. Neighborhoods (i.e.
census tracts) were found to have experienced a variety of types of
racial change, ranging fram rapid succession to decreases in percent
black. Instances of succession were more prevalent in cities which
had high levels of black in-migration and 1low or negative white
population change. They emphasize that it is the relationship between
black and white population change which determines the rate and

direction of changes in racial composition.

In applying this model to suburban racial change, rmost
researchers have used individuaf suburbs {that is, incorporated cities
or towns) as their unit of analysis. These distinct places form only
part of the entire suburban ring which is defined as that portion of a
Standard Metropelitan Statistical Area (SMSA) outside its central

city. They ask whether blacks tend to mpve to suburbs which are in
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the later stages of the life-cycle or which already contain‘bldcks and
whether these places subsequently undergo racial succession. There
are a number of reasons to expect less dramatic racial change in
suburbs than happened previously in central city neighborhoods: the
unit of analysis is larger, the magnitude and concentration of black
in-migration is pmch lower, whites are not leaving suburban areas in
great numbers, and there is an adequate supply of housing, much of it

relatively new (Guest, 1978; Logan and Stearns, 1981).

In the analysis of racial change, one of the main variables of
interest is the initial racial composition of areas receiving blacks.
Prior to 1960, most suburban blacks were concentrated in heavily black
industrial or semi-rural enclaves (Farley, R., 1970; Rose, 1976).
Data on more recent trends suggest that during the 1960s and 1970s,
blacks began to disperse into predominantly white areas in the suburbs
(Clay, 1979, Grier and Grier, 1978). For instance, Spain and Long
(1981) found that 40% of blacks moving to suburbs in the mid-70s
entered census tracts that were less than 10% black. However, another
significant pattern was the movement of blacks, especially those of
lower socio-economic status, into suburbs over 50% black in the 1960s
(Clay, 1979) and in the 1970s in the Washington, D.C. area (Grier and
Grier, 1978). This trend of continued concentration is Asupported by
findings that increases in racial composition tended to be greater in
suburbs with higher initial percentages black during the 1960-70

decade (Marshall and Stahura, 1979b; Logan and Stearns, 1981) and

[
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during the 1970-80 decade (Farley, J., 1983; Logan ana Schneider,

1984).

Differential rates of black growth have been found to be
associated with other ecological wvariables such as age and size of
suburb, population density and turmover, and distance from central
city. For example, black population growth during the sixties tended
to be highest in large, older suburbs that specialized in
manufacturing as opposed to white collar employment (Marshall and
Stahura, 1979b). Proximity to the central city was consistently found
to be a significant predictor of black suburban growth. Many
researchers have noted the tendency of central city black
concentrations to "spill over” into adjacent suburbs (Clark, 1979;
Clay, 1977, 1979; Connolly, 1973; Farley, J., 1983; Farley, R., 1970;
logan and Schneider, 1984; Long and DeAre, 1981; Rose, 1976; Sutker
and Sutker, 1974). Clay (1977) hypothesized that these inner-ring
suburbs might be in the later stages of the conmmunity life-cycle,
making them susceptible to economic disinvestment and white flight as
well as black in-movement. Consequently, racial change 1in this
restricted group of suburbs could come to resemble that in declining

city neighborhoods.

Some authors suggested that inclusion of variables other than the
traditional ecological ones may be appropriate for understanding
patterns of racial change in suburbs. Among the alternative

frameworks considered are the collective action model (lLogan and
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Stearns, 1981) and the political economy model (Logan and Schneider;
1984; Schneider and Logan, 1982). Logan and Stearns found that
percent foreign stock was negatively associated with changes in racial
composition between 1960 and 1970 in Long Island suburbs. They
posited that collective action in ethnic suburbs may have discouraged
black in-movement. Logan and Schneider hypothesized that fiscal
differences between suburbs could affect the locational decisions of
blacks (and whites). Their findings showed a negative association
between strength of the local tax base in the early seventies and

racial composition in 1980.

Two studies explicitly addressed the relationship between black
and white population change in suburbs. Marshall and Stahura (1979a)
observe that even suburbs with large and rapidly growing black
populations during the 1960s did not tend to have declining white
populations. They concluded that black suburbanization did not result
in racial succession, but instead in parallel development, i.e.
suburbs gaining both blacks and whites simmltaneously. Guest’s 1978
study of suburban racial change between 1950 and 1970 yielded similar
results. As Taeuber and Taeuber found for central city neighborhoods,
Guest found that suburbs exhibited a variety of types of racial
change. Anong suburbs containing same blacks, the predominant pattern
was parallel growth, and cases of black growth accompanied by white
decline (succession) were relatively infrequent. The authors of both

studies felt that patterns of suburban population change during this
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period were mostly a result of the explosive growth of suburban areas

following World War II.

What happened during the 1970-80 decade when many more blacks
moved into suburbﬁn areas and overall suburban growth was slower? The
two relevant studies (Farley, J., 1983; Logan and Schneider, 1984)
provide indirect evidence that cases of succession were more prevalent
in the most recent decade. In metropolitan areas of the Northeast and
North Central regions (Logan and Schneider) and in the St. Louis area
(Farley), much of biack suburban population growth between 1970 and
1980 was concentrated in suburbs with a high initial proportion black.
Logan and Schneider also observed that the suburbs experiencing the
greatest increases in percent black tended to have negative white

growth.

" STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

The current study addresses tﬁe issue of suburban racial change
in the 1970s through an examination of the changing racial
compositions of suburbs. For the country as a whole, suburban rings
had an increase in average proportion black between 1970 and 1980
(Long and DeAre, 1981). We would therefore expect to find more
suburbs in which racial composition increased and fewer in which it
decreased than in previous decades. How was the overall distribution
of suburbs by proportion black affected by the rapid growth of the

suburban black population? Was the growth- concentrated in suburbs
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which already had significant black populations or was dispersal into
predominantly white suburbs common? The results of previous research
suggest that both trends are likely to have occurred. Whereas the
long history of racial segregation imn this country supports the
concentration  hypothesis, changing attitudes and rising black

middle-class incomes support the dispersal hypothesis.

How well does the ecological succession model fit the patterns of
population change in suburbs during the 1970s? Did commnities which
gained many blacks tend to lose whites? Or is there evidence of
stable integrated suburban commnities?  These questions will be
examined through an analysis similar to that of Guest which delineates
the direction of black and white population change underlying
campositional changes in suburban places. Authors studying earlier
periods concluded that traditional theories of succession were not
applicable to suburbs since the predaminant pattern was paralle!l
growth. There are several reasons to expect the most recent decade to
exhibit different patterns of racial change. The overall growth rate
in suburban areas was slower than in previous decades, and the black
suburban population grew at three times the rate of the white
population during the seventies (Long and DeAre). The movement of
suburban whites into outer-ring suburbs (exurbia) and nommetropolitan
areas may have left inner-ring suburbs susceptible to racial change.
Consequently, we would expect to find relatively fewer cases in which

both black and white populations grew and more cases in which black

-
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growth was accompanied by white decline.

DATA AND METHDDS

Data were obtained from the 1970 and 1980 Censuses for a national
sample of suburban places (U.S., Bureau of the Census, 1977, 1983).
Demographic processes occurring within an individual suburb are
inthmately related to larger processes occurring in the surrounding
metropolitan area. Therefore, the primary sampling unit 1is the
metropolitan area. In order to ensure a sufficient pool of potential
black suburban residents, the universe was restriéted to those SMSAs
with more than 50,000 blacks in 1980. Thirty of the seventy-nine
metropolitan areas with over 50,000 blacks were selected for the
sample (see Appendix A for a full description of the sampling
procedure and the list of SMSAs). These 30 SMSAs contained 58 percent

of all metropolitan blacks in 1980.

Within each SMSA, all suburbﬁn places (whether incorporated or
census-defined) with at least 2,500 residents in both 1970 and 1980
are included in the sample. Previous research focussed on
incorporated places. Unincorporated places are included here to
increase the degree of coverage of the total suburban ring population.
Still, persons residing in the suburban ring but not in places of
2,500 or more are not represented in the data. The amitted population
is mostly rural, although it could include people living inside the

urbanized area and not in places. The 1,358 places contain 68% of the
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black population in the suburban rings of the 30 sampled metropolitan
areas. The average coverage of the white ring population is samewhat

lower.

As constructed, the sample is not representative of all U.S.
suburbs. Rather, it provides pictures of sets of suburbs in
metropolitan areas with large black populations. These suburbs are
more eXxposed to the possibility of black in-migration originating fram
their corresponding central cities. They could also be seen as being
particularly susceptible to the type of racial succession that has
occurred in central-city neighborhoods since World War 11. Because of
the sampling design, trends can be examined for this set of "exposed”

suburbs at the aggregate and at the local (SMSA) level.

The bulk of the following analysis 1is based on two measures,
racial composition and growth rates of white and black populations by
place. Racial composition is measured as percent black of the total
population. Growth rates are vnmasured as the change in the white
(black) population 1970-80 as a percent of the white (black)
population im 1970. Since the data were obtained from computer tapes
and not from published tables, they are affected by suppression.
Suppression refers to the procedure by which certain data items are
excluded to maintain confidentiality. In this analysis, the only data
suppressed are the 1970 black population figures for places which had
between one and thirty blacks. The result 1is that 1970 black

population estimates for affected places (and aggregations thereof)
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are biased downward. It is estimated that the error in the estimate
for the total 1970 black suburban population is less than one percent.
Specific figures affected are identified in footnotes to tables in the

results section.

RESULTS

AGGREGATE TRENDS

In the aggregate, the sampled suburbs had a higher percentage
black than the total suburban rings of all SMSAs. For the sample, the
figures are 6.2% black in 1970 and 9.3% in 1980 (bottom, Table 1),
whereas for the total rings, they are 4.8% and 6.1%, respectively
(Long and DeAre). Higher values were expected in the sample given the
sample design and the higher average coverage of the total ring
population for blacks than for whites. The sample places also
experienced a large jincregase in average percent black over the decade,
3.1 percentage points. The high growth rate of the black population
in these suburbs (62%) combined with the small negative rate for

whites (-2%) contributed to this rise in the average proportion black.

The figures in Table 1 refer to the suburban population of each
SMSA as an aggregate of all the places covered by the sample. For
example, the percentage black values for the suburbs of a given SMSA
represent the proportion black of the total, which is a weighted
average of the proportions black of the individual places within that

ring. As can be seen by comparing the rows in Table 1, the trends in
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percent black and in growth rates varied substantially among the
SMBAs . For instance, the suburbs of several southern SMSAs
(Birmingham, Memphis, Nashville, and Wilmington) had decreases or
negligible increases in average proportion black, while other southern
SMSAs had increases of more than 10 percentage points (Mobile and
Washington, DC). In the majority of the other metropolitan areas,
increases in proportion black ranged between one and five percentage

points.

Black suburban growth rates were positive in all thirty SMSAs,
with only two having rates lower than 15 (Binninghmm and Columbus,
Georgia). Especially high rates of black growth (over 150%) occurred
in the suburbs of six SMSAs, of which three had few blacks in 1970
(Mi lwaukee, Minneapolis, and Seattle) and three had large initial
black populations (Richmond, Dayton, and “hshington). Most of the
smaller southern and western SMSAs had significant white suburban
growth (e.g. Greenville and Sacramento). Thirteen of the
metropolitan areas actually had decreases in their suburban white
populations. However, of these 13, only 8 (seven in the Northeast or

North Central regions) had a declining total suburban population.
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TRENDS IN RACTAL MPOSITICGN

How did the racial camposition of _individual suburbs change
between 1970 and 19807 Suburbs’' values for percent black in 1970 by
percent black in 1980 are presented graphically in  Figure 1. The
points in the lower left «corner each represent a large number of
suburbs. For instance, there were 96 suburbs with no blacks in either
year. The predominant trend was increasing percent black as indicated
by the fact that the majority of suburbs fell above the diagonal line
of no change. More than a thousand suburbs (74%) had increases in
percent black, while 260 (19%) had decreases. The remaining 7% had no
blacks in either year. Changes in percentage black tended to be
small, as can be seen in the clustering of wvalues close to the
diagonal in Figure 1. Ninety-one percent of the places stayed within
10 percentage points of their 1970 values. That the great majority of
places had relatively small changes in their proportion black suggests

that racial change is proceeding slowly in most suburbs.

Does slow racial change constitute evidence of stable integration
in this set of suburbs? There were 948 suburbs (70%) which had
changes in percent black of less than two percentage points during the
1970-80 decade. The majority of these places had a very low
percentage black in 1980, 1indicating that they were essentially
uniracial. However, among the places with less than a two point
change, 93 were between five and seventy-five percent black in 1980.

These 93 suburbs (7% of the total) represent inter-racial cammunities
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which underwent little racial change during the seventies.

What about the points in Figure 1 which lie far above the
diagonal? Increases of ten or more percentage points in percent black
occurred in 112 (8%) of the suburbs, and of these, 34 had dramatic
increases (30 or more points). The rapid changes in proportion black
in these suburbs suggest that they may have bad declining white
populations and thus experienced racial succession. Places with the
greatest increases in percent black were concentrated in a few SVvSAs:
Washington, St. Louis, Los Angeles-Long Beach, and to a lesser
extent, Newark, Cleveland, Miami, Atlanta, and Chicago. Therefore,
rapid racial change may be limited to a small number of places in

those metropolitan areas with the largest black populations.

The campositional changes in individual suburbs resulted in a
different overall distribution of suburbs by percent black in 1980 as
compared to 1970 (see Table 2). The category labelled 0% black in the
first row of Table 2 contains thoée places which had zero blacks. The
325 suburbs for which 1970 black population values were suppressed
were placed into the 0-10% black category for 1970 since it is known
that they each contained at least one black person. The number of
places with no blacks dropped by 50% (from 281 to 141), and the
proportion of all suburbs falling into this category decreased fram
21% in 1970 to 10% in 1980. This substantial drop in the number of
exclusively white suburbs is evidence of a djspersive trend 1in black

suburbanization. At the upper end of the distributicon, the number of
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suburbs over 70% black doubled from 18 in 1970 to 36 in 1980. All but
one of these suburbs were more than 20% black in 1970 (Figure 1),
indicating an increased _concentration of blacks in suburbs which

already had a higher than average percentage black.

Since over three-quarters of the suburbs were less than ten
percent black in both years, the distribution of these places by
percent black is presented in finer detail in Figure 2. The heights
of the ©bars represent the number of places falling into each
percentage black category. The total number of places represented in
this figure is lower in 1980 (1065) than in 1970 (1143). The trend
towards the "opening up” of predominantly white suburbs is emphasized
by this graph. In addition to the previously noted decrease in
suburbs which had zero blacks, there were 82 fewer suburbs (a 15%
drop) between zero and one percent black in 1980 than in 1970.
Significant increases occurred in the 1-2% category which jumped from
102 in 1970 to 147 in 1980, and in the categories from 7-10% black,

where the number of suburbs more than doubled fram 34 to 72.

How much of the total growth of the black suburban population is
accounted for by growth in the different percentage black categories?
Black population figures for both years are displayed in Table 3. The
percentage black categories are as of 1970; that is, the 1980 figures
represent the number of blacks who lived in places which were a
particular percent black in 1970. The suburbs with the lowest

proportions black in 1970 experienced the fastest black growth. The
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black population in places less than ten percent black in 1970 had
more than tripled by 1980 (columm 3). In addition, these 862 places
accounted for over half (52%) of the total black suburban growth in
the 1970-80 decade (columm 4). These trends provide further support
for the dispersal hypothesis by showing that the majority of the black
suburban growth occurred in areas with a low initial proportion black.
This finding is not surprising given that 84% of all places were less

than ten percent black in 1970.

The low or negative black growth rates in the higher percent
black categories were not expected (bottam half of Table 3). The
black population in the 18 places over 70% black in 1970 grew by less
than one percent over the decade, thereby contributing a negligible
proportion to the total black suburban growth. However, these facts
do not contradict the observation that most of these suburbs had
increases in their racial composition between 1970 and 1980 (Figure
1). Such increases could have resulted from a decreasing white

population in those places.

TYPOLOGY DESCRIPTION

How were black and white population change related in suburban
places? This issue can be addressed by classifying suburbs into a
typology based on direction of change in racial composition and the
differential rates of growth of the black and white populations.

Similar classifications were made by Guest .and Taeuber and Taeuber.
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The idea behind such a scheme is to identify the relative prevalence
of different types of shifts in composition. An increase in
proportion black can come about in several ways: through black
population growth and white decline, through increases in both the
black and white populations with the black growing faster or through
decreases in both populations with the white declining faster. The
distribution of places across types permits an evaluation of what

degree of racial succession 1s occurring in suburban areas.

The initial step in making the typology 1is to <classify places
that were essentially wuniracial at both time points, regardless of
type of compositional change or growth, into the Predominantly White
or Predominantly  Black categories. The cutoff point for the
Predaminantly Black category is 90% black, while the cutoff for the
Predominantly White category is 0.5 black. A strict cutoff for the
White category was chosen in order to distinguish those communities
which were almost exclusively white. Suppression in the 1970 data
made computation of proportion black less than one-half of one percent
impossible. The remaining places are divided by whether they had
increases or decreases in percent black. Within these two types of
compositional change, categories are distinguished by the relative
growth rates of the white and black populations. Growth rates are
divided into three categories: populations which grew by more than 10
percent are defined to have a positive rate, those which decreased by

more than 10 percent have a negative rate and those which had less
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than (or equal to) a 10 percent change in either direction are stable.
Nine possible combinations of black and white rates result. These
nine are then collapsed into the final categories of the typology as

described in Table 4.

There are four categories (two for each direction of change in
percentage black) in which black and white population change were
parallel--either both positive (termed Growing) or both negative or
stable (Declining-Stable). The direction of change in proportion
black occurring in these places is determined by which population grew
(or declined) at a faster rate. For example, a place in which the
both the black and whites rates were negative with blacks declining
faster would be a Decreasing Percent Black, Declining-Stable type.
The remaining categories in which percent black increased are:
Invasion--places which were predominantly white initially and had
black growth over the decade and Succession--places with positive
black and negative white growth. Finalily, the Displacement category
contains those places in which negative black and positive white

growth, resulted in a decreasing percentage black.

The typology developed here is slightly different from that wused
by Guest. DBecause of the widely varying sizes of sample places (from
2,500 to over 200,000), a percentage-based cutoff (0.5% black) was
used for the Predominantly White category rather than the numerical
criterion (400 blacks) used by Guest. In addition, the Invasion

category is defined as those places having fewer than 0.5% black in
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1970 and more than 0.5% black in 1980. In Guest, this category was
constrained to have negative white growth. This change was made in
order to identify the extent to which blacks dispersed into
exclusively white areas. As a result of these two changes, we would
expect relatively fewer places to fall into the Predominantly White
category and more to fall into the Invasion category (other things

equal) than in Guest’s analysis.

TYPOLOGY RESULTS

The modal category is Predominantly White with 417 suburbs (31%)
containing very few blacks in either year. However, almost half (324)
of the 741 places which were less than 0.5% black in 1970 had crossed
that threshold by 1980; the Invasion category captured 24% of the
sample. This finding confirms the previously mentioned trend of the
dispersal of blacks into predominantly white suburbs. Predominantly
Black suburbs were rare, there being only eight in this sample.
Succession toward a higher percentage black characterized 185 suburbs
(14%), while only 2% of the suburbs (25) experienced Displacement
toward a lower percent black. The two Growing types resulted in 172
cases of increasing percent black and 52 cases in which percent black
decreased. Among the Declining-Stable types, decreases in proportion

black were more coaymon than increases.
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Further understanding of the nature of suburban racial change can
be acquired through an examination of the average characteristics of
suburbs falling into the various racial change categories (see Table
5). As for Table 1, the figures in Table 5 refer to averages for the
aggregated population within each category. Of all the people in
Succession places in 1970, 13% were black. Succession places were
larger than any of the other types (colutm 6) and tended to have
declining total populations (colwm 3). Suburbs with high percentages
black (other than those in the Predominantly Black category) tended to
fall into the Succession category, which averaged 25% black in 1980 or
into the Increasing Percent Black, Declining-Stable category, which
averaged 24% black in 1980. These findings are consistent with the
hypotheses of other researchers (Clay and Marshall and Stahura) that
racial succession was most likely to occur in the larger, older

suburbs which were losing population overall.

Suburbs in which black growth was accompanied by rapid white
out-movement appear to have been rare; yet, it is noteworthy that 28
of the Succession suburbs had white populations which declined by more
than 50% between 1970 and 1980 (data not shown). It seems likely that
few of the Invasion cammnities identified here will undergo
succession in the next decade. Their average proportion black in 1980
(2.5%) is much lower than the 1970 average for Succession places
(13%), and they have a positive white growth rate (Columm 4, Table 5).

It could be that in suburbs, the Invasion-Succession process takes
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considerably more time than it did in many central city neighborhoods
or goes through more stages (e.g. Invasion-Growing-Succession).
While there is no reason to believe that the entrance of a few blacks
into a white suburban conmunity will lead to massive white flight, it
is clear that racial succession did occur in some suburban conmunities
during the 1970s. The pattern of suburban racial change could also
differ by metropolitan area, with Succession communities being
expected to be more prevalent in those SMSAs with the largest and

oldest black populations.

The distribution of places across racial change categories does
indeed differ among metropolitan areas. Of the 15 SMSAs with more
than 30 suburban places in the sample, several have clearly
distinctive distributions across the nine categories (see Table 6).
Almost half (48%) of the places in the Washington area underwent
Succession during the decade. Other SMSAs in which more than 20% of
the places fell into the Succession category are Baltimore, Newark,
and St. Louis. All four of these metropolitan areas have large
(greater than 400,000) and established black populations. Within this
group, Predominantly White suburbs were relatively more common (more
than 25%) in the two non-Southern SMSAs, Newark and St. Louis,
whereas in Washington and Baltimore less than three percent of the

suburbs were in this category.

———. s
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Among the other metropolitan areas with large black populations,
four contained a disproportionate number of Invasion communities: San
Francisco, Los Angeles, Chicago and Cleveland. Metropolitan areas in
which the majority of suburbs fell into the Predominantly White
category include two with fewer blacks or to which blacks have come
more recently (Milwaukee and Minneapolis), and one with a large black
population (Detroit). Detroit stands out here since 71% of its
suburbs were Predominantly White, yet it has the fourth largest black
population (891,000) of all U.S. metropolitan areas. Most of the
smaller southern metropolitan areas were characterized by relatively
more Growing places (mnohg those with an increasing percent black) and
a greater incidence of declining racial compositions (Atlanta also
exhibited this pattern). Northeastern metropolitan areas contained
relatively more Declining-Stable suburbs and in New York and

Philadelphia, particularly those in which percent black decreased.

These results indicate that a complex relationship exists between
the size of a metropolitan area’s black population and the types of
racial change occurring in its suburbs. The Washington and Detroit
SMSAs  have similar numbers of blacks, yet the distributions of their
suburban places across the racial c¢hange <categories are very
different. Clearly other factors which differ among SMSAs influenced
suburban racial patterns during the seventies. For instance, only
135,000 blacks lived in the total suburban ring of the Detroit SMSA in

1980, while in the ring of the Washington SMSA there were 405,000
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blacks in 1980. A full wunderstanding of the reasons for the
differences between SMSAs requires further research into the social

context of racial change.

DISTRIBUTION OF BLACKS AND VWHITES

Another way to view suburban racial patterns during the 1970s is
to look at the distribution of ©blacks and “hites'across types of
suburbs. Did most blacks live in suburbs with sizable black
populations? To what degree were suburban whites exposed to blacks
living in their community? What type of racial change <characterized
the places in which most suburban blacks (whites) lived? Asking this
type of question could lead to different conclusions about the

consequences of black suburbanization.

The distributions of suburban blacks and whites by racial
camposition of place are portrayed in Figure 3. Points on the lines
represent the cummlative percent éf blacks (whites) living in suburbs
which were less than a particular percent black. For example, 16% of
the blacks and 86% of the whites in the sample lived in suburbs less
than 10% black in 1970. Several interesting patterns are evident in
the figure. First, the distributions of blacks and whites are highly
dissimilar as demonstrated by the distance between the two pairs of
curves. Second, the white curves are consistent with the distribution
of suburbs as shown in Table 2; 84% of the suburbs were less than 10%

black in 1970. The black curves tell a ~different story. Thirty
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percenf of the blacks were concentrated in the 34 suburbs over 50%
black in 1970. Third, the suburbanization of blacks between 1970 and
1980 resulted in changes in the distributions of both races. The
percent of whites living in suburbs less than one percent black
dropped from 61% in 1970 to 43% in 1980, paralleling the decline in
the number of places with very few or no blacks. For blacks, though,
the lower end of the distribution did not change much; changes
occurred mainly in the middle range of the distribution. The
proportion of ©blacks in suburbs over 60% black rose fram 19% in 1970

to 25% in 1980.

Overall, this graph demonstrates that blacks are  highly
concentrated within the suburban landscape. In 1980, more than a
third (3%%) of the blacks in this sample lived in majority black
carmunities (Figure 3). The majority of whites were in suburbs where
percent black was much lower than the average for the total sample.
Despite the fact that more than half of the black population growth
during the seventies occurred in suburbs less than ten percent black,
the proportion of blacks living in low percentage black areas did not
increase. The lower curve for blacks in 1980 as compared to 1970
indicates that suburban blacks became more concentrated over the
decade. However, the lower white curve in 1980 confimms that the

trend for suburban whites was toward increased exposure to blacks.
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As shown in Table 7, blacks and whites also have different
distributions across the racial change categories. Unlike in Figure
3, the categories here are constant; they contain the same numbers of
suburban places in 1980 as in 1970. The majority of whites (56% in
1980) lived in either Predeominantly White or Invasion suburbs. Again,
their distribution parallels that of the number of suburbs in each
category; 556 of the suburbs fell into either the Predaminantly White
or the Invasion category. Conversely, more than half (52% in 1980) of
the blacks resided in Succession suburbs. As a group, these 185
suburbs constitute only 14% of the sample. Therefore, the majority of
blacks in this sample expérienced the process of black population
growth in their conmunities as being accompanied by white population
decline. Changes in the distributions between 1970 and 1980 are
consistent with the types of population and caompositional changes
represented by the various categéries. For instance, the proportion
of both blacks and whites went up in the Increasing Percent Black,
Growing category, fram 10% in 1976 to 15% in 1980 for blacks and fram
12% to 15% for whites. The most notable change is the large increase
in the proportion of blacks in Invasion suburbs, which contained less

than one percent of the blacks in 1970 and over seven percent in 1980.




Page 27
CQONCLUSION

Several trends are evident in the suburban racial change of the
1970s. However, the implications of the results differ by whether the
focus is on places or people. From the place perspective, the rapid
growth of the black suburban population between 1970 and 1980 resulted
in an increasing percent black for the majority of suburbs. There was
a large reduction in the number of predominantly white suburbs,
indicating that many of the barriers toward black entry into such
places have lessened in recent years. Over half of the black suburban
growth occurred in places with a low initial proportion black. These
findings, when taken together, provide strong confimation of the
dispersal hypothesis. That is, the predaminant pattern in terms of
the place perspective was the “opening up” of exclusively white

suburbs to blacks.

In general, racial change did not proceed as rapidly as it did in
central c¢ity neighborhoods duriﬁg previous decades. In most suburbs,
changes in racial composition were modest. Unlike central city
neighborhoods, many suburbs remained stably integrated over the
decade. Nevertheless, instances of rapid racial change did exist in
this sample, especially in those metropolitan areas with the largest

black populations.
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ﬁhaf does the preceding analysis tell us about the applicability
of the ecclogical succession model to suburban racial change? A
comparison with previous results suggests that the process of racial
change in suburban areas was different in the 1970-80 decade than in
previous decades. Suburbs which underwent racial succession are
clearly more prevalent here than in Guest for the 1950-70 period or in
Nhrshail and Stahura (1979a) for the 1960-70 period. Although not
strictly camparable because of definitional differences, the
Predominantly White category accounts for a mmch smaller proportion of
this sample (31%) than of Guest’s total sample (71%). Some patterns
persisted across the decades., Cases of parallel growth are common in
all three studies, and few suburbs are predominantly black here or in

Guest.

How do the suburban patterns observed here campare to previous
central city patterns? As the Taeubers found in central cities, a
variety of types of racial change occurred in suburbs during the
1970-80 decade. Another similarity is that the distribution of places
across racial change categories differs substantially between
metropolitan areas. Suburban patterns differ from central city
patterns mainly in the Ilower proportions  of Succession and

Predominantly Black areas.
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If the focué ié shifted to the distribution of _people across
suburbs, different <conclusions emerge. About a third of the blacks
were concentrated in majority-blacks suburbs, and this concentration
increased between 1970 and 1980. In addition, a disproportionate
number of blacks lived in suburbs which experienced racial succession
over the decade. These findings are consistent with research done by
Farley (1983) on racial patterns in the St. Louis metropolitan area
as of 1980. He found that while many formerly white suburbs opened up
to blacks, more than three-fourths of all suburban blacks lived in
suburbs which were either over B80% black or highly segregated
internally (having an index of dissimilarity greater than 75). In the
present study, the opening up of suburbs led to an increase in the
exposure of whites to blacks, but did not increase the proportion of
blacks living in low percentage black suburbs. Thus, the results from
the people perspective support the g¢oncentration hypothesis. Further
insight into the conflict of the two perspectives could be gained
through additional research on suburban residential patterns and

racial segregation between and within suburbs.

What kind of racial change can we expect in suburbs in the
future? The answer to such a question depends on whether the focus is
on places or people. From the place perspective, a further drop in
the number of exclusively white suburbs seems likely. In most of
these places (and in those which currently have a low percentage

black), racial composition will probably increase slowly, potentially
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resulting in ﬁore cases of stable integration. Other suburbs are
likely to undergo further succession toward a majority black
composition. Patterns of racial change will certainly differ among
metropolitan areas. In areas with large black populations and a
history of black suburban concentration (such as Washington or St.
Louis), continued racial succession could result in an increasing
number of suburbs with a high proportion black. Other SMSAs may be
characterized mostly by slow racial change in their suburbs, or more

Growing and Invasion places.

The future looks somewhat different fram the people perspective.
If the patterns of racial change occurring in the 1970s continue, the
proportion of suburban blacks residing in heavily black suburbs will
increase. For many blacks then, suburban living could became almost a
reproduction of central city living, especially if the suburbs in
which they are concentrated are in the areas with aging housing,
declining tax bases and low average socio-economic status. This
hypothesis is supported by the finding that the majority of blacks
lived in communities which lost whites and tended to have negative
total population change between 1970 and 1980. However, the
increasing number of whites living in suburbs with a measurable number
of blacks could contribute to changes in attitudes toward residential
integration. Over time, such a shift could prevent future raciai
succession and result in a more even distribution of blacks across

suburbs.
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APPENDIX A

SAVPLING METHODOLOGY

The universe was restricted to the 79 Standard Metropolitan
Statistical Areas (SMSAs) having more than 50,000 blacks in 1980.

of the 19 SMSAs which had over 200,000 blacks were included. Then,

one-quarter of the remaining SMSAs were chosen by means of

systematic sample. Four of the 34 sampled SMSAs had to be excluded

from the final sample. Data for 1970 were not available for Dallas,

Houston and New Orleans due to
tapes. Changes in the way New England townships were coded between

1970 and 1980 prevented the inclusion of Boston.

technical problems with the Census

constitute the final sample are the following, in alphabetical order:

Atlanta, GA

Baltimore, MD

Birmingham, AL

Chicago, IL

Cleveland, (H

Columbia, SC

Columbus, GA,AL

Dayton, CH

Detroit, Ml
Greenville-Spartanburg, SC
Los Angeles-Long Beach, CA
Memphis, TN,MS,AR

Miami, FL

Mi Iwaukee, WI
Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN,WI

Mobile, AL

Nashville-Davidson, TN

New York, NY,NJ

Newark, NJ

Norfolk-Va. Beach-Portsmouth, VA,NC
Philadelphia, PA,NJ

Riclmond, VA

Riverside-San Bernadino-Ontario, CA
Rochester, NY

Sacramento, CA

St. Louis, MD,IL

San Francisco-Oakland, CA
Seattle-Everett, WA

Washington, DC,MD,VA

Wilmington, DE,MD,NJ]

All

The 30 S8SMSAs which




Table 1. A@g}egate Characteristics of Suburban Places

in Selected SMSAs
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Population Change,
1970-80 (%)

Atlanta
Baltinore
Birmingham
Chicago
Cleveland
Columbia
Columbus
Dayton
Detroit
Greenville
Los Angeles
Mermphis

Mi ami

Mi lwaukee
Minneapolis
Mobile
Nashville
New York
Newark
Norfolk

Philadelphia

Richmond

Riverside
Rochester
Sacramento
St. Louis

San Francisco

Seattle
Washington
Wi lmington

Number !
of |
Placesl

102

106
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—
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| Change

.

BN LAV NLWWBERFEAVWORRAFESON0WAEWRXEOGVGWNS 3
5

| Black

Total
(30 SMSAs)

Total Rings,

All SMSAs

(Long and DeAre)

#Non-black

Total | White
14.1% 4. 7%
7.0 -1.3
21.5 24.3
12.1 5.7
-1.4 -6.6
12.5 6.1
-20.2 -31.4
6.6 3.6
-3.4 -6.0
38.5 34.5
8.1 -14.8
41.9 44.3
28.1 19.1
5.3 4.1
14.7 12.8
2.6 -14.6
25.4 23.8
-3.3 -8.3
-4.7 -15.6
63.0 41.5
-7.9 -13.7
55.4 48.5
37.0 19.9
-2.2 -4.4
35.9 27.6
-6.2 -12.6
11.2 -0.6
20.2 16.9
9.4 -7.8
15.9 13.1

7.4% -2.0%
17.3 15.7#
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Table 2. Distribution of Places by Racial Composition

1970 | 1980 | Percent
I ---- [ ---- IChange in
| Number |Percent| Number |Percent!| No. of
Percent | of I of | of | of | Places,
Black | Places | Total | Places | Total | 1970-80
Mo | 281 20.7% 141 10. 4% -49 . 8%
|
0-10 | 862 63.5 924 68.0 7.2
|
10-20 | 102 7.5 127 9.4 24.5
!
20-30 | 43 3.2 57 4.2 32.6
i
30-40 | 28 2.1 29 2.1 3.6
]
40-50 | 8 0.6 24 1.8 200.0
|
50-60 | 9 0.7 12 0.9 33.3
I
60-70 | 7 0.5 8 0.6 14.3
|
70-80 | 3 0.2 9 0.7 200.0
|
80-90 | 7 0.5 13 1.0 85.7
f
90-100 | 8 0.6 14 1.0 75.0
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Table 3. Black Population Growth by Racial Composition

of Place
7 iBluck Pop.l Percent | Number
Percent | Number of Blacks | Change | of Totall of
Black, | -----------"---- ! 1970-80 | Black | Places
1970 I 1970 I 1980 | (%) | Growth |
i 1y 1 @ 1 3 @ 1 (5
w1 oo 2,668 - 3.on 281
0-10 : 226,698* 695,091 206 . et 52.4# 862
10-20 : 318,315 524,139 64.7 23.0 102
20-30 : 176,419 224,275 27.1 5.4 43
30-40 : 216,664 295,674 36.5 8.8 28
40-50 : 70,326 83,088 18.1 1.4 8
50-60 : 162,610 210,423 29.4 5.4 9
60-70 : 72,301 77,748 7.5 0.6 7
70-80 : 69,782 74,344 6.5 3
80-90 : 72,000 71,504 -0.7 0.0 7
90-100 : 60,170 56,367 -6.3 8
Total  1,445,285% 2,339,321 61.9  100.0 1358

*These values are underestimated due to suppression
of black population figures in 1970

#These values are overestimated due to suppression




Page 35

Table 4. Description of Racial Change Typology and Distribution of
Suburban Places by Racial Change Category

l | Number !Percent
Category | Description l of | of
| | Places | Total

Predominantly | Greater than 90% black in 1970
Black ....... ! and 1980 8 0.6%
Increasing Percent Black:
Invasion ..... | Less than 0.5% black in 1970 and
| greater than 0.5 black in 1980: 324 23.9
I positive black growth
f
Succession.... | Greater than 0.5% black in 1970
! and 1980: positive black and 185 13.6
I negative white growth
f
Growing ...... | Positive black and positive or
stable white growth: black 172 12.7

increases faster

Negative black and negative white

Stable....... I OR stable black and stable or
f negative white growth: black 79 5.8
[ decreases slower

Decreasing Percent Black:

Displacement.. | Positive white and negative black 25 1.8
I growth
I
Growing ...... | Positive white and positive or
stable black growth: white 52 3.8

increases faster

Declining- Negative white and negative black
Stable ...... f OR stable white and stable or
{ negative black growth: white 96 7.1
| decreases slower
Predominantly | Less than 0.5% black in 1970 and
White ....... | 1980 417 30.7
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Table 5. Aggregate Characteristics of Suburban Places
by Racial Change Category

{ Average Percent | Population Change, I Average
Racial Change | Black | 1970-80 (%) ITot. Pop.
Category R I LT I Size
[ 1970 | 1980 | Total | White | Black | 1980
o) 1 @ 1 (3 1 ) 1 5y ot (6)
Predominantly
Black....... 94 . 5% 95.% -7.7% -41.1% -6.3% 7344
Increasing Percent
Black:
Invasion..... 0.2* 2.5 +15.7 +5.6 +1817.1# 20925
Succession... 13.1 25.1 -7.0 -26.7 +79.0 26362
Growing...... 5.3 9.5 +34.4 +22.2 +140.5 21189
Declining- -
Stable..... 20.9 23.6 -10.5 -17.3 +1.1 16717
Decreasing Percent
Black:
Displacement.. 6.0 3.2 +35.4 +36.5 -27.8 10258
Growing...... 14.5 11.0 +57.8 +59.1 +19.7 11637
Declining- ,
Stable...... 11.4 9.9 -4.4 -12.3 -16.8 14795
Predominantly
White ...... 0.1% 0.2 +2.8 -0.6  +335.9%# 14572
Total 6.2 9.3 +7.4 -2.0 +61.9 18438

*These values are underestimated due to suppression
of black population figures in 1970

#Small bases




Page 37

(sVSHS @f)

sy’ 8sc'L| L@ 1L 8¢ g1 8'GS L7 9'SL 6°¢€T 9@ toyol
¥58 ¥8 A ¥'Z ¥z — 9°¢ 0°'ST 9ty 6L — "Buiysom
I6¢ S9 z'6 z°9 9t L'g L°g g'¢L +'GL 9%y ——  'uopl4 UDS
go¥ 8 ¥'9¢ +'¢ A 4 oA ¢'eL o8 $°9z G'61 1'L ®INOY "3S
6L es e'ez @e'eL e'9 — e'9 2'8l @01 @'ec —— epistaAly
+88 66 z'cz 76 @'} -— (R S S R O 2 T A 4 T A "o 1ud
gl S 9'6z ¢€°6 — 6} g'8t 9§ by LML — % JDMON
L¥6°L 901 262 6LL @ — 6°0 onl N AN o N A 6L — HIOA MON
¥S cL 6'86 —- — ' — G'S L 6°2¢ —— ~todosuuin
Gl RS c'eL LT L'z L'z -— ¥°S — Z'9F ——  O®NDM]IN
6¥6 zel G'¢T 6°'S — 'z 6°2 8'6 9'zL T7'8¢ — "buy so7
168 28 ¢ 1L ST — oA S'L ¢r 8¢ ¢y — y1o043eQ@
9%¢ 8s 8¢y ¥°¢C L L L ¢ 8'ClL €£°67 —— PuD|eAejd
SZ¥'L  vBl L'9% ¥°S z'¢ (B} 91 't b L y og %) oboa1yd
LSS ¥ A S'6 ¥'2 ¥z 6°4LL €°€C ¥l L'9F —— @loul}|OH
66% e %Z'C  %0°Cl %067 %S9 %L'6  %6°TL %i'9L %L'6 —_ oUD|3IY
(seeo) “3um QoS | moug |'dsig |"qpys |'moug |roong | CAu] "A18
@86l |[seo0|d| "pedd | 1290 "199Q "peld

‘YSWS | "4ns

|pjol 1 jo "©ON Woolg °"Je@d "29°Q %20 |g juedled -"duj

‘83008

Jo "ON Ki1oboioy ebuoy) |D1oDY

§890]d UDGINGNG PL UDY)} 9J0W Y} M SYSHS
Jo) s91J0be}p) abuby) |DIODY S60JOD 63ID|d O UC|INqlIIEIQ juedisd g 9|qd}




Page 38

Table 7. Percent Distribution of Suburban Blacks and Whites
Across Racial Change Categories

| Percent of Blacks | Percent of Whites | Number

Racial Change | ----------------- e T T | of
Category I 1970 | 1980 | 1970 | 1980 [ Places
Predaminantly
Black....... 4.2% 2.4% 0.0% 0.0% 8
Increasing Percent
Black:
Iavasion..... 0.6%* 7.3 26.7 28.8 324
Succession. .. 47.4 52.4 20.7 15.5 185
Growing...... 10.0 14.9 11.8 14.7 172
Declining-
Stable..... 21.3 13.3 5.3 4.5 79
Decreasing Percent
Black:
Displacement. . 0.8 0.4 0.8 1.1 25
Growing...... 3.8 2.8 1.5 2.4 52
Declining-
Stable...... 11.7 6.0 6.0 5.4 96
Predominantly
White ...... 0.2% 0.5 27.2 27.6 417
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1358

*These values are underestimated due to suppression
of black population figures in 1970
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Figure 1. Percent Black 1970 by Percent Black 1980
for Suburban Places in Selected SMSAs

PERCENT BLACK 1970

Key:
1 suburbd
+ 2-4 suburbs
* S or more suburbs

Total number plotted=1358
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